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Introduction

Why I wrote this eBook

My background is in Technology products (cameras, DVD's, sound systems and of coarse
MP3 players etc). Over the last couple of years I've come across many people who need a
little more help in understanding the idea of MP3's and the different types of MP3 players.
So I set about learning more for myself, making notes as I went. A mate saw the notes and
suggested I give them to customers to explain the ins and outs of MP3 players and to help
with their choices. That worked well, so I've now developed it into this eBook.

Two of the questions I've been asked a lot are.

What is an MP3? &, How do I buy an MP3?

They sound like easy questions to answer. That's what I thought, until I listened and learned a
bit more, they could buy a CD, a tape or a DVD and once bought, they would actually get a
physical item. But you don't get that with an MP3. What many people don't realise is, what
they get is only a storage medium, a piece of plastic with a WAVE or MPEG file on it.

We have changed from talking about a tape or CD to actually talking about the file that is
stored on that medium. We now change the medium that the file is stored on, to suit the
player that we are playing the file on, ie: a CD, a DVD, a computer hard drive or an MP3
player. The file is the same but used on different formats for different play back devices,
entirely for our convenience.

People are now buying their 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 MP3 player, so this book has become more vital in
helping them get the right MP3 player for their needs. They are starting to realise that what
they bought a year ago wasn’t for them. So what do they need? What was not right? Did it
hold enough music, was the battery life long enough, or did it stop working because the hard
drive could not handle the constant shaking while jogging? Or did they find someone with a
“better looking” MP3 player?

Joe Robson
http://www.joerobson.com
Master Copywriter & Internet Entrepreneur

1

http://www.4-your.com/image-recovery
http://www.4-your.com/image-recovery
http://www.mp3srock.com
http://www.mp3srock.com
http://www.MP3srock.com
http://www.joerobson.com


                     

                                    On to the next chapter
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This eBook is designed to give you a background on MP3's.

and

What MP3 player is best for you.

Let's start from the beginning......

An MP3 is a compressed file format used on computers and portable MP3 music players, and
playback devices, (there are many variations of these, which we'll describe further on).

The development was done at the Fraunhofer Institut Integrierte Schaltungen, in Germany,
starting in 1987 and completed in 1989. The format was patented in Germany and became
part of the MPEG standard in 1992, and was granted an American patent in 1996. The official
name is 'MPEG layer 3' which has become abbreviated to MP3. From there the format was
made popular through the file-sharing network of Napster and others, and the illegal music
downloads over the next few years, checkout this page_of_reviews of legal music d/load
sites.

Once compressed the file takes up only a fraction of the space of the original music file. As an
example a CD holds 18-24 music tracks in the Standard (wave) format, whereas on the same
sized CD in MP3 format you will get 200 - 300 music tracks, Depending on the file
compression you choose. Have a look at the compression chart at the end of this ebook to
compare.

File compression is what makes this format versatile and practical for almost anybody, you
only copy the songs you like to your player not the whole album, which may only have 3-5
songs that you like.

Over the past 8 years:
Manufactures have been developing MP3 players, to enable these files to be more
transportable and used in many places other than just our computers.

You can now buy MP3 players as part of your home stereo system, your carstereo, MP3/CD
players, MP3 Pens that hang around your neck, even in your PDA's, like Palm Tungsten
handheld's. Now, units the size of a packet of cigarettes and much smaller, portable hard
drive units which can hold 1000's of music tracks, like the iRiver's, and Apple_iPod 20Gig and
bigger units. Most of these players still need to be loaded from a computer, but some of the
car and home stereo units can be loaded directly from a CD, which makes transferring tracks
easier for some.

The Newbie Club
http://www.newbieclub.com
The Most Respected PC Tutorial Site On The Web
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What are my Choices of Types of MP3 player?

Every month, manufacturers unleash even more MP3 players to an increasingly confused
public. Not only do these devices have quite different features, but ongoing format wars mean
the MP3 player you choose dictates where you can and cannot buy your digital music.

These devices are anything but one-player-fits-all and you are best to buy the suitable mp3
player for your usage, and if that means buying an mp3 player for exercise and one for
holding the bulk of your collection or videos on, so be it. This way your mp3 players will last
many trouble free years.

First, there's the question of design. A player can have every feature in the world, but if the
design doesn't match your lifestyle (ie: short battery life) or if the interface is impenetrable,
you still won't enjoy it. You'll want to look closely at performance; sound quality and battery
life these can make or break a player, especially if you travel a lot or have the so-called
golden ears of an audiophile.

Before you start checking out specific models, you should have a basic understanding of the
types of MP3 players available. Note: All types of player mentioned below can play other
formats besides MP3, such as WMA or AAC, but we still refer to them as MP3 players.

Types of Players:

Portable Hard Drive - Personal Multimedia players - Flash Based - MP3/CD

Portable Hard Drive MP3 players:

The Portable Hard Drive MP3 players are bigger than the mini units described further on and
store from 1Gb to over 80Gb, (from 500 to over 10,000 tracks). These are the best for the
traveler who requires hours of music with not having to repeat any.

Pros:

        · Large storage, 6Gig to 80 Gig.

        · Will fit in your palm.

        · Can be used to hold data, photos, M-pegs, movies (for transport between computers).

        · Can be used as a backup to your existing computer files.

        · Some can be loaded using memory cards, say off your camera while travelling like the

JoesDeals.com
http://www.joesdeals.com
Discounted & Free Software, Courses and Books
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          X'S DRIVE.

Cons:

        · Battery life on some units may be as low as 2 hours, and others up to 20 hours. As the
          battery is built in, you may have to buy a later model after a couple of years of use.
          Some manufactures on some models have made the battery replaceable(great Idea).

        · As these units have a spinning hard-drive they are not ideally suited to being used
          while exercising, jogging, skiing, snowboarding or playing a physical sport.

Personal Multimedia Players:

These are quite new, the Archos was probably the first but with the iRiver_mp3_players
we are seeing some great features. Complete with a screen they enable you to store and
view photos directly from your camera (no PC required) while you're travelling around, no
more need to buy another memory card or find a shop to burn a CD for you. D/load some
DVD's to watch before you travel.

Many units of various makes are available to copy photos and movies onto as storage and
you cant watch either on the unit. With others you can download photo’s from your camera
but can only store those photos until you have reconfigured them through your computer, on
completion of your trip.

File your data, again reducing the items you need to travel with, and of course they will still
play your MP3's or books for you to listen to.

Pros:

     · Large storage, 1Gig to 80 Gig

     · Will fit in your palm.

     · Can be used to hold data, photos transferred from your camera (no PC), M-pegs, movies
       to watch.

     · Can be used as a backup to your existing computer files.

     · Some can be loaded using memory cards, say off your camera while travelling like the
       X'S DRIVE and now the iRiver units.

Cons:

     · Battery life on some units is only 2 hours, with others up to 16 hours. As they are built in,
       you may have to buy a later model after a couple of years. (Hopefully the manufactures
       find a way around this.)

     · As these units have a spinning hard-drive they are not ideally suited to being used while
       exercising, jogging, skiing, snowboarding or playing a physical sport.

Portable MP3 players: (solid state – no moving parts)
There are many of these portable MP3 players available, 64mb to 1Gig of storage, and they
will hold about 1 hour of music per 64mb. These are probably the best if you want an MP3
player for jogging and exercise as they are small, light and some are suitable to hang around
your neck or strap on your arm.

Pros:
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     · Small and light weight.

     · Convenient.

     · USB connection (no cables).

     · Solid state, that means no moving parts, therefore more durable and can handle a few
       knocks.

     · Some are big enough hold a large # of tracks and enable you to transfer data from one
       computer to another.(some up to 1200 + tracks)

Cons:
     · Limited music storage on the 64 and 128mb units.

     · If you want to change a stored song you usually need to unload and reload a complete
       new file, new software is making this so much easier and really no longer a problem.

     · You cannot download unless you have a computer with the file/track you want.

MP3 CD players:
There are many MP3 CD players, useful as an introduction to the portable MP3 world,
the MP3 CD can also be used in many car mp3 players.

Pros:

     · The CD, as mentioned before can hold between 200 and 300 MP3 songs, on a 700mb
       CD.

     · You only have to carry a few CD's to keep your large CD collection.

     · When travelling and you come across a new track you like, buy the CD and play it.

     · When playing MP3's you have over 80 hours of play back, and you can always change
       the batteries when they go flat.

     · The CD can easily be remade if damaged.

Cons:

     · Large because of the MP3-CD size.

     · You can damage the MP3-CD.

     · You need to sometimes change the MP3-CD, for more music

     · It's not as fashionable.
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Figure out what kind of MP3 player user you are

and which units will suit you.

User Profiles:
Jogger or Gym Devotee - Commuter - Traveller - Audiophile - File hoarder

or
Audio recorder

MP3 players are definitely not one unit for al people and al purposes. They come in a range of
shapes and sizes, use different formats and different types of memory. Choose the player that
suits both your purpose and your Lifestyle.

The fol owing are what I see as the main profiles of MP3 player users and some questions
that will help you decide where you sit. Some people should consider buying more than 1
MP3 player for their various needs. For instance, you may need a small and compact MP3
player for running, the gym or snowboarding and a larger capacity hard drive-based unit for
file transfer or day to day use.

Jogger or Gym devotee:

If you spend time in the gym or pounding the pavement, you need an MP3 player that suits
this purpose. It should be compact and easy to operate. Instead of looking for one with a hard
- drive (shaking will damage a hard drive), choose a flash-based model (up to a 1GB of
storage) that can also handle the same workouts that you do. You should find one that has an
armband, an option on many compact units, and get a set of headphones that will stay in
place rather than the standard included earbuds.

One of the best is the acclaimed iFP-190T, this iRiver's compact model is small, light and a
rugged design, with a 256MB of memory, al make it the perfect running, snowboarding or gym
partner.

Commuter:
The commuter falls into 2 types, the first one travels on public transport and could very easily
use the same units as he or she would for going to the gym, with a radio added, they're small,
compact and hold enough music. Bearing in mind the background noise of the subway, a train
or bus, I would strongly suggest the purchase of a set of comfortable, noise - cancelling
headphones.

The other would travel to work by car therefore being able to carry a bigger unit or at least
one which holds more tracks, or a built in full car stereo MP3 player. If you decide on a
portable unit an FM transmitter will enable you to listen to your favourite tracks through your
existing car radio/stereo.

The iRiver_iFP_599 or the Sony_Bean similar would be a great choice, not to big, not too
small but quite suitable for a commuter as it has 512mb of storage and a radio (about 6 hours
of music).

Joe Robson
http://www.joerobson.com
Master Copywriter & Internet Entrepreneur
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